Quaderni di Storia della Scienza e della Medicina. Universita degli Studi de Ferrara. 1963 -1965 . Il Fenomeno Paracelso, by R. BLASER, 1963 Med. Hist., 1964, 8, 317) . It is an authoritative essay from the pen of Robert Blaser, an eminent Paracelsian scholar to whom we are indebted for a detailed knowledge of the Basle period in Paracelsus' life and a number of important, notably linguistic, studies. Here the 'Phenomenon Paracelsus' is approached by means of a survey of the varied activities and viewpoints of Paracelsus, the thinker, the creator of a 'new' medicine, the psychologist, the man whom personal experience and insight into the 'mystery of nature' enabled to succour suffering humanity. A short bibliography includes a number ofItalian papers published during the war and thus little known abroad.
Rocca's essay successfully describes the links of personal friendship and ideas (notably anti-astrological) which drew together Pico and the Florentine preacher. It is adorned with the beautiful group of three friends-Pico, Poliziano and Ficinofrom the Miracolo del Sacramento of the Florentine Cosimo Rosselli, a fresco (1486) in Sant'Ambrogio at Florence.
Piccolomini of Ferrara is by no means unknown in the annals of anatomy. He was given full credit by Portal for his description of the Linea alba, of intra-hepatic anastomoses of the portal and cava veins, and some advanced insight into the origin of some of the cranial nerves. Haller, however, deprecated his 'bad and arbitrary' pictures, Sprengel his denial of correct observations of some of his predecessors, for example the Fallopian tubes in woman, and Haeser brackets him with Carcano Leone as 'less important' in a small-type passage. In view of these conflicting opinions Pierro's new review and assessment of the work and personality of Piccolomini is welcome. Its result is that the latter should be grouped with the post-Vesalian Galenists such as Jacobus, Sylvius, Winther of Andernach, Zerbi and others, but he has to his credit certain observations, including (in addition to those mentioned) the central canal in the spinal cord, the different arrangment of the venous valves in the extremities and the upper part of the body, the continuity of the visceral and parietal pleura and peritoneum and the normal and pathological anatomy of the kidneys. 
